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On March 6, more than 5,000 people demonstrated in Gonaives (150 km. northwest of Port-auPrince) protesting the death of an 11-year-old girl in an anti-government rally on Monday, and
called for President Prosper Avril's resignation. Most of the protesters were students. In telephone
interviews with AFP, witnesses said shops closed and protesters burned tires throughout the town.
Radio Haiti Inter said schools in the town were also closed. The March 5 rally took place in Petit
Goave, located 68 km. southwest of the capital. Troops reportedly fired shots into the air to disperse
the crowd. The girl, who was standing on the porch of her house, was shot to death. Three other
people were wounded. Also on March 5, in a joint statement 18 political parties and civic groups
called on Avril to resign, and insisted that a provisional civilian government headed by a Supreme
Court justice be established. On March 7, in a joint statement published in Port-au-Prince 11
political parties called the Avril government "a public menace which should not remain in power."
In Cap-Haitien, students and teachers boycotted classes Wednesday to mourn the girl's killing.
(Basic data from AFP, 03/06/90, 03/07/90; AP, 03/06/90)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

